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In 2014 Bumble Books began publishing children’s picture books for early readers by new South African 

illustrators who are also writers; new illustrators and writers; as well as international children’s publications 

relevant to South African children.

Bumble Books looks for literary and artistic merit that is fun, lively and entertaining without being overly moralistic 

or didactic. Most narratives carry some form of message but this is not essential to our criteria for selection.  

In this way Bumble can offer parents and children from diverse backgrounds across the world exciting, imaginative 

and visual stories as well as provide a platform to showcase new South African children’s writer-illustrators 

internationally.

Similarly, by publishing selected international children’s picture books, Bumble Books offers South African parents 

and children an alternative view of the world. Bumble can then help promote a greater understanding of cultural 

differences beyond our own borders.

Bumble Books also publishes books which encourage the conservation of our natural heritage. We believe that it  

is important to have a visual and verbal platform to develop a consciousness of our landscape and its history.

For more information, please visit www.bumblebooksonline.com or contact Robin Stuart-Clark:

0 [27] 21 789 0155 or robin@bumblebooksonline.com / facebook.com/bumblebook

Bumble Books

P O Box 640

Noordhoek 7979

Cape Town

South Africa
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www.printmatters.co.za
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RELEASE: FEBRUARY 2017
TITLE: The Baby Brother Curse
AUTHOR: Michelle Sacks
ILLUSTRATOR: Carla Kreuser
ISBN: 978-0-9946907-7-7
GENRE: Children’s 3-8 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 32
RRP: ZARand 169.00 incl VAT

Ook in Afrikaans beskibaar:
TITLE: Die Bababoetie-gedoente
ISBN: 978-0-9946907-8-4

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

MICHELLE SACKS is a South 
African-born writer currently 
based in Berlin. She holds a 
Masters Degree in Literature 
and Film from the University 
of Cape Town, and has been 
shortlisted twice for the PEN 
Prize for southern African 
Fiction. 

CARLA KREUSER is an 
illustrator, graphic designer and 
Creative Director at The Jupiter 
Drawing Room, Cape Town. 
She holds a Masters Degree in 
Illustration from Stellenbosch 
University and has participated 
in several group shows.

The Baby Brother Curse

A must-read for soon-to-be 
big sisters who need a little 
reassurance about their new 
brothers.
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RELEASE: FEBRUARY 2017
TITLE: Farrah is not a Dalmatian
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: 

Adrie le Roux
ISBN: 978-0-9946907-3-9
GENRE: Children’s 3-8years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 32
RRP: ZARand 169.00 incl VAT

Ook in Afrikaans beskibaar:
TITLE: Farrah is nie ’n Dalmatian nie
ISBN: 978-0-9946907-4-6

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

ADRIE LE ROUX is an 
artist and illustrator based 
in Pretoria. Adrie holds an 
M(Phil) degree in Visual 
Arts (Illustration) from 
Stellenbosch University, 
and is currently working 
towardsa PhD in the same 
field, focusing on wordless 
picturebooks in creating a 
culture of reading.

Adrie has also illustrated Elena Agnello’s I am Alex 
for Bumble Books - see Page 9

A percentage of the proceeds 
from sales will be donated to the 
Underdog Project.
For more information, visit: 

www.underdogproject.org

Farrah is not a Dalmatian
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Farrah is a small dog with a 
big problem. Everyone thinks 
that she is something that she 
is not! What happens when 
no one notices that you are 
different?
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My birthday party was so much                 I love 
having all my friends together. My tummy aches 
from all the laughs and my heart is full and warm. It is the best feeling in world!

I am Alex / Ek is Alex 

I am Alex. Today is my birthday  
and I’m having a party.  
My friends are coming,  
but everyone is welcome!  
Please come, too!

No one is born hating another person 
because of the colour of his skin,  
or his background, or his religion.  
People must learn to hate, and if they  
can learn to hate, they can be taught  
to love, for love comes more naturally  
to the human heart. 
NELSON MANDELA

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: April 2016
TITLE: I am Alex / Ek is Alex
AUTHOR: Elena Agnello
ILLUSTRATOR: Adrie le Roux
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
EDITIONS: two
ISBN: 
 AFRIKAANS: 978-0-9946907-1-5 
ENGLISH: 978-0-9946907-0-8
GENRE: Children’s 0-8 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 210 x 210 mm
PAGES: 32
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)
Rights available except Finnish and Korean
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ELENA AGNELLO 
is from Cape 
Town and works 
in the film industry 
as a production 
designer. She has  
a 5 year old 
daughter and a passion to fight 
intolerance and discrimination. 
I am Alex / Ek is Alex is Elena’s first 
children’s book. ADRIE LE ROUX 
please see Page 5.
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RICHARD LATIMER has 
an affinity for the visual arts, 
be it line, colour or solid. He 
has exhibited sculpture and 
paintings at the Grahamstown 
Festival as well as at the 
Ann Bryant Art Gallery in 
East London where one 
of his sculptures is in the 
permanent collection. 

His professional career as 
an architect heightened his 
interest in drawing, illustration 
and design and helped him 
to think in pictures. Currently, 
Richard devotes much of his 
time to writing and illustrating 
his own books.
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BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: January 2016
TITLE: The Rainbow’s Heart
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR: 
Richard Latimer
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
ISBN: 978-0-9802610-1-1
GENRE: Children’s 5-10 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 285 x 215 mm
PAGES: 32
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)
Rights available except Japanese

The Rainbow’s Heart

When cousins Dusty Rhodes and Bob Wyre are asked to save a 
mysterious colony of bees, they must follow a honeyguide across Africa, 
through border posts and foul weather – all the way to the Rainbow’s 
Heart.

But will they be in time to rescue the bees and will their plan to save 
them work?
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TAMLYN YOUNG was born in Durban, South 
Africa and now lives in Limerick, Ireland. She 
holds an honours degree in Fine Art and a 
Master’s degree in Visual Art: Illustration, 
from Stellenbosch University. Tamlyn uses 
layers of mixed media and digital collage to 
create her images. 

Her creative process 
begins with drawing  
and developing these 
ideas into a visual story. 
The PossibiliTree is 
Tamlyn’s first children’s 
book.

The PossibiliTree was voted as one of two 
Best Children’s Books of 2015 by Jay Heale 
of Bookchat.
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BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: September 2015
TITLE: The PossibiliTree
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR: Tamlyn Young
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
ISBN: 978-0-9802610-8-0
GENRE: Children’s 5-10 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 235 x 150 mm
PAGES: 44
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

The PossibiliTree

Grown-ups think they are more clever than kids but I don’t think that’s 
always true.

I think grown-ups forget how to do a lot of important things …
like how to play and how to see the magic in everyday kinds of things.

This story is for anyone who wants to carry on growing. 
grown-ups included!

Join Anna Twig in search of something very important!
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Annie’s mum wants her to learn how 
to swim; she buys her a new 
swimming costume. 

But Annie doesn’t like water – it’s 
wet and splashy and deep …

Until Miss Klara, the swimming 
teacher, pairs: Annie with Lisa, who 
swims just like a sea otter!

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: February 2015
TITLE: Annie leer swem 
Annie learns to swim
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR: 
Katrin Coetzer
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
EDITIONS: two
ISBN: 
AFRIKAANS: 978-0-9802610-6-6
ENGLISH: 978-0-9802610-7-3
GENRE: Children’s 0-8 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 210 x 210 mm
PAGES: 28
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)
Rights available except Chinese 
(Simplified Characters), Spanish and 
Catalan.

KATRIN COETZER is an illustrator based 
in Cape Town, South Africa. She works 
editorially for various international 
publications and has extended her visual 
art practice to include four exhibitions of her 
paintings and drawings in Europe this year. 

Her work has been 
selected for the 
Bologna Illustrators 
Exhibition on two 
occasions and she 
has illustrated two 
other picture books for 
children.

Annie Leer Swem / Annie learns to Swim
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Mu’s Wolf Problem

Mu is home alone – and afraid to be 
all by herself. What’s more she can 
hear scratching and sighing! 

Whatever can it be? 
Is it a wolf perhaps? What can 

she do? 
Will Mu’s mom get home in time?

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: September 2014
TITLE: Mu’s Wolf Problem
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR: 
Maria Lebedeva
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
ISBN: 978-0-9802610-4-2
GENRE: Children’s 5-10 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 210 x 210 mm
PAGES: 32
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

MARIA LEBEDEVA was born in Moscow 
and arrived in South Africa at the age of 6 
and now lives and works in Johannesburg. 
She holds a Master’s Degree in Visual Art: 
Illustration from Stellenbosch University. 

Her illustrations are created using mixed 
media techniques which give her work a 
distinctively whimsical and original style. 
Maria’s work captures  
in-between moments,  
memories, and  
observations from life,  
mixed with folk-tale  
influences. Mu’s Wolf  
Problem is Maria’s first 
children’s picture book.
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MEG JORDI is a freelance 
illustrator, cartoonist and 
water-colourist who studied at 
the College of Art in 
Johannesburg. She 
undertakes commissioned 
work for educational 
publishers, NGOs, 
environmental organisations, 
magazines and children’s 
books.
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Can Nick and Sally find the tortoises 
in time?

A week on Gran’s farm becomes 
an adventure of discovery when Oom 
Kallas introduces them to the 
geometric tortoise.

But a devastating veld fire sweeps 
through a nearby nature reserve.

Will the firefighters stop the fire 
reaching Gran’s farm?

CLAERWEN HOWIE spent many years as 
a student and lecturer at Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown. Oom Kallas and the Tortoises 
continues her concern about the need to 
conserve our country’s 
glorious biodiversity. 

Claerwen’s first book for 
children, Vumile and the 
Dragon, please see  
page 21, was published  
in 2012 by Bumble Books.

Oom Kallas and the Tortoises

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: September 2014
TITLE: Oom Kallas and the Tortoises
AUTHOR: Claerwen Howie
ILLUSTRATOR: Meg Jordi
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
ISBN: 978-0-9802610-5-9
GENRE: Pre-teens/environment
FORMAT: Soft cover 
SIZE: 285 x 215 mm
PAGES: 48 
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

28

Buck know about 
fires. They’ll run 
away to a safe 
place.

‘It must be terrifying to stand so close to the flames,’ she said. 

‘There’s a poor buck over there, near the fire.’

‘Bokke wiet mos van viere. Hulle sal weghol na ’n veilige plek.’

‘Animals trying to escape think they’re safe and they just get 

caught by those birds. It’s awful!’

29

No, no. I’ll never 
ever be able to 
go so close to the 
fire.

Yes. But at least 
the birds are 
getting some 
food.

red devil

Perhaps they’ve 
gone already.

‘Ja. Ma te minste kry die voëls ook ’n bietjie kos.’ 

Suddenly she screamed. ‘No! No! Isn’t the fire close to George 

and Georgina! Save them, Oom Kallas! Save them!’

‘Nie, nie. Ek sal nooit aste nimmer soe naby die vier ka kommie.’

Stoffel, Hannes and Nick heard Sally’s cries. They raced over.

‘Please save our tortoises,’ she sobbed. ‘They can’t move fast and 

the fire’s on top of them.’

‘I’ll go. I’m quick,’ shouted Nick.

But Stoffel stopped him. ‘No. You can’t. It’s seriously dangerous 

in front of a fire. Hot winds throw burning bits of plants high into the 

air. They fall in front and start spot fires. You get trapped.’

‘Please. We must help,’ Sally pleaded, gasping for breath.

‘Listen how the fire’s roaring,’ said Hannes earnestly. ‘It’s  

moving fast now. We’re fighting a rooi duiwel.’ Seeing the children’s 

frightened faces, he added, ‘But we will choke it.’

Sally’s crying grew louder.

‘No sound effects please, Sally,’ said Nick, his bottom lip quivering.

‘Where are the tortoises?’ Stoffel asked Oom Kallas.

Oom Kallas pointed out the direction. ‘Miskien is hulle al weg,’ 

he said.

Stoffel put on his helmet, pulled on his protective jacket and 

gloves. Then, snatching up his back-pack, he dashed towards the fire.

‘Why’s he taking that pack?’ asked Nick.

‘If he finds the tortoises he can carry them back in it.’ Hannes 

sounded worried. ‘It’s really dangerous, even dressed in all his kit.’

Soon swirling grey smoke swallowed Stoffel.



18

LUCY STUART-CLARK is a Cape Town-
based artist who holds a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts (Printmaking) from Rhodes University 
and a MPhil in Visual Arts (Illustration) from 
Stellenbosch University, South Africa. Table 
Mountain’s Holiday is her first children’s 
book.

The illustrations were achieved using a 
technique of gouache resist then 
hand-coloured with chalk pastels.
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Table Mountain’s Holiday

Tired of being covered by a cold, 
cloudy blanket, Table Mountain, an 
almost fossilised dinosaur, stretches 
his reptilian legs, waves goodbye to 
Lion’s Head ... and goes on holiday!

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: September 2013
TITLE: Table Mountain’s Holiday
AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR: 
Lucy Stuart-Clark
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
ISBN: 978-0-980-2610-3-5
GENRE: Children’s 0-8 years
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 192 x 296mm / PAGES: 32
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Work from this book was selected for the 
2013 Bologna Children’s Book Fair 
Illustrator’s Exhibition which also toured 
Japan.
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Vumile and the Dragon

Will Morris, Granny Ada’s black 
cat, show Katie something magical?

When Joe and Katie arrive to stay 
on their granny’s farm during the  
September holidays something 
unexpected happens. Katie follows 
Morris and discovers a baby dragon.
Or does she?

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: May 2012
TITLE: Vumile and the Dragon
AUTHOR: Claerwen Howie
ILLUSTRATORS: Lisa Strachan 
and Meg Jordi
ISBN: 978-0-9802610-2-8
GENRE: Pre-teens/environment
ILLUSTRATIONS: 7 full colour plates, 
2 colour details by Lisa Strachan and 
13 Halftones by Meg Jordi
FORMAT: Soft cover
SIZE: 210 x 210 mm
Pages: 40
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

CLAERWEN HOWIE spent many years  
as a student and lecturer at Rhodes 
University, Grahamstown. She is concerned 
about the need to conserve our country’s 
glorious biodiversity. Vumile and the Dragon 
is Claerwen’s first book for  
children. Her second book,  
Oom Kallas and the  
Tortoises was published in  
September 2012 by Bumble  
Books, please see page 17.

LISA STRACHAN is an accomplished 
botanical illustrator who works closely 
with various botanists at Kirstenbosch 
Gardens on a freelance basis. Her work 
is represented in private and corporate 
collections worldwide. This is her first 
children’s book. MEG JORDI, please see 
page 16.

A portion of the proceeds from the sale of this 
book will be donated to the Worldwide Fund 
for Nature (WWF South Africa) in support of 
its rhino conservation work.
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It looks like things are about to get 
messy; but with your help, Goggy’s 
banana bread will be delicious …

The perfect read for mums, dads 
and carers to keep hungry tots up 
to six years old entertained while 
learning about colours, shapes, sizes, 
and quantities – and how to bake a 
delicious banana bread, too!

BOOK DETAILS
RELEASE: 2008
TITLE: Goggy Bakes a 
Banana Bread
AUTHOR & ILLUSTRATOR: 
John Macfarlane
PUBLISHER: Bumble Books
ISBN: 0-620-36329-0  
978-0-9802610-0-4
GENRE: Children’s 0-8 years
SIZE: A4 297 x 210 mm
PAGES: 28 FORMAT: Soft cover
RRP: £ 7.99 (ZAR149.00 incl VAT)
New format release June 2017

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Goggy Bakes a Banana Bread is JOHN 
MACFARLANE’S first picture book for 
infants and parents.

Born and educated in South Africa, John is 
married with two children, a cat, and Goggy 
and lives in Rochester New York.

Goggy Bakes a Banana Bread



F o r   m o r e   i n f o r m a t i o n 

about Bumble Books please contact Robin Stuart-Clark

International tel: 0 [27] 21 789 0155 / robin@bumblebooksonline.com

facebook.com/bumblebooks

www.bumblebooksonline.com

D i s t r i b u t i o n    a n d    a v a i l a b i l i t y 

All Bumble Books titles are distributed in South Africa by Jacana Media (Pty) Ltd.

sales@jacana.co.za / International tel: 0 [27] 11 628 3200 

and selected titles by Global Book Services in the United Kingdom via Central Books

International tel: + 44 20 8525 8810 / International fax + 44 20 8525 8879 

mo@centralbooks.com / centralbooks.co.uk/acatalog/search.html

and IPG in the USA

Order Placement: [800] 888-4741 / Fax: [312] 337-5985

orders@ipgbook.com / ipgbook.com
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l   r i g h t s

Bumble Books is represented by SB Rights Agency:

International tel: +44 20 8144 8930 / stephanie@sbrightsagency.com / sbrightsagency.com 

www.printmatters.co.za





6 Opal Way, San Michel, Noordhoek 7979, Western Cape, South Africa.

POSTAL ADDRESS

PO Box 640, Noordhoek 7979, South Africa

Telephone  + 0 [27] 21 789 0155    

facebook.com/bumblebooks

robin@bumblebooksonline.co.za

www.bumblebooksonline.com


