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OLIKA PUBLISHING HOUSE

 
GENDER EQUALITY

Besides childrenʻs books, we publish  hand-
books on diversity and gender equality. Our 
bestseller Give Your Children 100 Possibilities 
Instead of 2 has introduced a new way of dis-
cussing issues of gender equality in Sweden. 
In 2015, we published a unique and much-
longed for handbook on equality issues and 
solutions in preschools: Norm Creativity in 
Preschools – Norm Critique and Equality Tools.  

One of our most famous childrenʻs books is Kivi & Monster Dog. 
Published in 2012, it was the first Swedish children’s book using the 
gender neutral pronoun hen. The book made headlines nationally 
and internationally and went on to be discussed in Swedish media 
for months. As a result, the word hen made its way into the Swed-
ish vocabulary – a major equality breakthrough!
 

Welcome to OLIKA! 
 

In 2012, we were awarded 

the Swedish Equality Award and 

the Stenbeck Scholarship for our  

efforts to promote equality and diversity  

in children’s literature. In 2013, our title  

Courage with Wilma and Loppan was chosen 

as Outstanding Book by IBBY (International 

Board on Books for Young People). We are  

frequently asked to represent and discuss 

Swedish equality both in Sweden and 

abroad. Former collaborators include, 

among others, the Swedish Parliament 

and the Swedish Embassy in Rome, 
Madrid 

 and Washington. 

OLIKA PUBLISHING HOUSE –  
BOOKS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Founded in 2006, we are an award-winning Swedish publishing house that 
produces high quality children’s books. The word OLIKA means different in 
Swedish and our books are different from the ones usually found in the chil-
dren’s section in that they challenge stereotypes and limiting norms. Our titles 
reflect the diversity of modern society in terms of gender and ethnicity, (dis)
abilities and family forms – thereby offering more children the possibility to 
identify with the characters in our books.

We believe that literature has the power to influence children’s perception 
of themselves and of the world around them. For this reason, we choose our 
manuscripts carefully and work closely with our authors and illustrators. We 
provide children, parents, teachers and librarians with books that subtly, often 
without comment, challenge traditional and limiting stereotypes rather than 
reinforce them.

 

OLIKA

Equality Award 

winner 



METHODBOOKS HANDBOOKSHANDBOOKS

SOLD MORE  than 30 000  copies in Sweden!

RIGHTS SOLD TO 

Norway, Serbia, 

Spain, USA and South 

Korea. 
 

Give Your Child 100 Possibilities  
Instead of 2

by Marie Tomičić, Kristina Henkel 
& Emili Svensson 
Hand-book, 340 pages

“One cold day, my daughter had a meltdown because I 
wouldn’t let her wear her dress. With big tears running down 
her cheeks, she yelled: I want to wear my dress because when I 
do, the teachers tell me I’m pretty!”

“When my son was three years old, girls and boys stopped 
playing together. No one seemed to find this weird.”

Give Your Child 100 Possibilities Instead Of 2 is a book for 
all parents and adults who want to give children more  
possibilities in a world full of gender stereotypes.

An interesting read that works 

both as a source of  inspiration 

and a handbook.

The magazine Amnesty Press

I’m glad I read this before having 

children and I recommend it to all 

parents-to-be. 

Hanna Lager, the blog Feministbiblioteket

The best book on gender 

issues right now. Very useful! 

Stockholms Enskilda Förskolor 

(Stockholm Private Preschools)

”

REVIEWS:

Why this book?

A Swedish bestseller introducing a new way of look-

ing at equality

Shows how and why equality improves the lives of 

both boys and girls

The book provides practical and inspiring ideas on 

how to treat and address children as children rather 

than as boys and girls



METHODBOOKSMETHODBOOKS

SOLD MORE  than 8000  copies in Sweden!

The Holiday Book – philosophize and  
celebrate together!
by Johanna Ivarsson, Karin Salmson, Emil Åkerö & Maija Hurme 
Hand-book, 320 pages

Do you want to celebrate holidays you’ve never celebrated before?  
Do you want to find new ways to work inclusively?  
Do you want imaginative suggestions to note important days of the year?

Children think big thoughts and ask big questions. The mutual aspect 
of the many holidays in a year, both religious and cultural ones, are 
that they give us the opportunity to philosophize together. Regarding 
gratefulness, children’s rights, the return of the light in spring or a 
good harvest. To note different holidays is a way to celebrate the 
diversity we have in Sweden. This book wants to inspire its readers to 
make their workdays festive and inclusive!

An inclusive handbook that reminds us about the mutuality in our 
holidays and what it means to be human!

Norm Creativity in Preschools –  
Norm Critique and Equality Tools

by Johanna Ivarsson, Karin Salmson & Emili Svensson 
Hand-book, 332 pages

Based on research, experience and the policy documents 
of the Swedish preschool, the writers and educators 
Johanna Ivarsson and Karin Salmson present tips and 
advice, demonstrating how knowledge can result in 
creative reality in the everyday life of the preschool.

Finally! I’ve been waiting for 

a book like this! 

Jasna Kumric, preschool teacher

Finally a book about norm critique 

with a practical approach and a 

specific focus on preschools. 

Anette Bergmasth, headmaster

”

REVIEWS:

Why this book?

A handbook that focuses on holidays in a norm-

creative way

Inclusive exercises for a variety of people

Insights on how to work inclusively in public insti-

tutions such as pre-schools, schools and libraries

Why this book?

Inspires the reader to start thinking and acting 

in norm creative ways 

Offers practical tips and advice

Handles many different themes related to dis-

crimination, such as gender, ethnic diversity, 

disabilities



0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS0–3 YEARS

RIGHTS for the serial  

SOLD TO Denmark. 

0–3 YEARS

Look: the Forest
by Åsa-Mendel Hartvig and Maija Hurme
0 – 3 years, 32 pages

The flower, the bumble-bee, the moss. Smell, listen, cuddle. 
Springtime in the woods!

 

A pedagogical approach that offers the 

opportunity to talk to your children about 

everyday life and teaches them to put 

words on the things in it – in a nice way. 

Sarah Magnusson, Swedish Library Service (BTJ) 

Among the top 10 children’s books 

of  the year! 

according to the Swedish magazine ETC
”

REVIEWS:

Look: the Ocean
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig & Caroline Röstlund 
2 – 4 years, 24 pages

The seagull, the wave, the seaweed.
Look, listen, smell.
Summer by the ocean! 

Det är sommar vid havet!

Spring, summer, fall and 

winter! Four children 

discovering nature on 

their own. Simple,  

yet stunning stories.

SELECTED  

Selected by the Swedish Arts Council 

for the national reading and literacy 

project in Sweden's pre-schools!

A BEST SELLER SERIAL  in Sweden! More than 10 000  copies sold in one year! 

Look: the Park
by Åsa-Mendel Hartvig and Maija Hurme
0 – 3 years, 32 pages 

The leaf, the spider,  
the puddle.
Rustle, look, splash.
Fall in the park!

Look: the Night
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig & Caroline Röstlund 
2 – 4 years, 24 pages

The snowflake, the crow, the organe. 
Taste, listen, smell. 
It's winter outside.

Why these books?

Wonderful stories where children meet nature up close

Children whom experience the world through their senses

The genders of the children are not defined and is thereby 

more accessible for all

Many different family forms, such as a father with a small 

child or a family with two moms

The children have different skin colours, thereby contributing 

to representation



0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS

Let’s Play Indoors!
by Marin Salto & Maja-Stina Andersson
0 – 3 years, 24 pages

This is a picture book 
for the youngest ones, 
showing a variety of fun 
activities taking place indoors. 

Let’s Play Outdoors!
by Marin Salto & Maja-Stina Andersson
0 – 3 years, 24 pages

This is a picture book 
for the youngest ones, 
showing a variety of fun 
activities taking place outdoors. 

A pedagogical approach that offers the 

opportunity to talk to your children about 

everyday life and teaches them to put 

words on the things in it – in a nice way. 

Sarah Magnusson, Swedish Library Service (BTJ) 

Nice to see a book intended for toddlers 

taking issues of  ethnicity and gender into 

consideration. 

Berit Aler, Swedish Library Service (BTJ)

”

REVIEWS:

Christmas
by Marin Salto & Maja-Stina Andersson
0 – 3 years, 24 pages

Gifts. Gingerbread. Snow-woman.  
A Christmas-themed picture book  
for the youngest ones.

Why these books?

They help small children practise language 

skills in an entertaining way 

They include a variety of children, thereby  

mirroring diversity in an inclusive manner

The gender of the children in these books is 

not defined



0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS

Zozo and the crayons
by Elina Garp & Moa Graaf
0 – 3 years, 32 pages

Wake up, tiptoe, sneak
Crayon, draw, paint
Big nice wall
Oops!

Zozo and the Dog
by Elina Garp & Moa Graaf
0 – 3 years, 32 pages

Feel, play, poke
Hi doggy
Finger stuck
No!

Zozo and the dog are in the park, 
feeling, smelling, pecking. Pecking 
some more, until the finger is stuck. 
Who's going to help now?

Elina Garp lets the words sing rhythmically 

in her language describing Zozo's sensual 

discoveries and which lie close to poetry. [...] 

Therefore, Moa Graaf's responsibility be-

comes significant when she illustrates Zozo's 

exploration. It is in the illustrations that it 

happens. As mentioned, the child and the dog 

are at eye-level and many times the viewer is 

also in that perspective or just above.  

But usually very close. 

Ulf Malmqvist, Swedish Library Service (BTJ) 

”

REVIEW:

The books in the series 

Zozo plays! 

Adventures and 

excitement for the 

youngest

Zozo and the cuddly toy
by Elina Garp & Moa Graaf
0 – 3 years, 32 pages

Cuddly toy, cuddle, snuggle
Throws, twiddle
Flies, whirls
No!

Why these books?

Zozo is a child who is not gendered, which allows 

more children to identify with the character

Portrays a solo-parent and his partner

Conveys a family with darker skin tones that works to-

ward inclusion and allows children with non-European 

roots to find representation

SELECTED  

for the National Literature Support 

by the Swedish Arts Council

NEW!



0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS

No!
by Ingrid Sandsborg
0 – 3 years, 32 pages

No! The pigeon can’t eat my stroller!
No! The ladybugs can’t kiss my little brother!
A book about saying no. And yes!
 

Why this book?

A playful story about an emotion 

everyone can relate to

The gender of the children portrayed 

is not defined

Mirrors the diversity of modern society 

by including characters of many  

different ethnicities and abilities

Perfect for children in an obstinate 

phase, and for getting those no’s out 

of  the system. 

the blog 365 böcker du borde läsa 

(365 books you should read))

”

REVIEW:

SELECTED  

Selected by the Swedish Arts Council 

for the national reading and literacy 

project in Sweden's pre-schools!

Simri’s Hat Adventure
by Karin Salmson & Maria Clason
1 – 3 years, 28 pages

One of the downsides of living in a hat is that the wind can 
take your home anywhere it pleases. Just ask Simri…

Little Simri the Rat
lives among roses red,
in a beautiful hat,
in the middle of a flower bed.
One day the winds pops in
and grabs hold of Simri’s hat.
The hat is taken for a spin
and ends up landing on a cat!

Why this book?

The Swedish gender neutral pro-

noun "hen" is used throughout the 

book

A story with room for both exciting 

adventures and loving friendship

Playful illustrations

The short text is written in verse 

and flows smoothly when read 

aloud. The illustrations are very 

imaginative and colorful. 

Christin Billing, Swedish Library Service 

(BTJ)

”

REVIEW:



0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS

Dojo Goes Treasure Hunting 
by Karin Salmson & Marcus Brengesjö.  
0 – 3 years, 28 pages

Dojo and Maya go treasure hunting.  
Is it indoors? Outdoors?  
Is it hidden in the tree?

Who Was Here?
by Karin Salmson, Marie Tomičić  & Anna Tim.
0 – 3 years, 28 pages

A white feather. A blue blueberry.  
A beige peanut! Who was here?

Who Makes that Sound?
by Karin Salmson, Marie Tomičić  
& Anna Tim. 
0 – 3 years, 28 pages

Moo, moo. Quack, quack.  
So many sounds!  
Who is making them?

Why these books?

With well thought-out accessories and names 

from all ethnicities, these books reflect the 

diversity of modern society.

They teach children about animals, sounds, 

colors, forms and numbers.

Fun books about amazing animals!

Dojo’s Birthday Party 
by Karin Salmson & Marcus Brengesjö.  
0 – 3 years, 28 pages

Dojo is having a party!  
He bakes a cake and prepares a game.  
Soon his friends will be here. Dojo can’t wait!

Dojo is Playing Hide and Seek
by Karin Salmson & Marcus Brengesjö.  
0 – 3 years, 28 pages

Where is Dojo? Not here and not there.  
Can you find him?

Why these books?

Meet Dojo and his friends Aisha, Maya and Gorby – 4 

friends who challenge gender stereotypes in a natural way. 

In these books, boys and girls wear whatever colors they 

like and do whatever they want to. Dojo always wears his 

pink dress and Maya loves climbing trees. 

Fun and colorful picture books about everyday adventures!

Who is that? 
by Karin Salmson, Marie Tomičić & Anna Tim. 
0 – 3 years, 28 pages

Small, red and strong? Blue, light and  
beautiful?  Stripy, smooth and buzzy?  
Who is that?

A classic picture book with illustrations  

that makes it stand out from the rest. 

Ann Vilner, Swedish Library Service (BTJ)

After having read this to my child a  

few times, I’m convinced. 

Blogger Hanna Lager, Feministbiblioteket
”

REVIEWS:

Many details forming a well  

thought-out whole. 

Barnboksbloggen.se 

The Dojo books could definitely pass for 

regular children’s books, but at the same 

time it isn’t hard to find examples of  how 

stereotypes have been avoided. 

the blogger Helena Ferry, Barnboksprat

”

REVIEWS:



0–3 YEARS 0–3 YEARS

Photos by the  

AWARD WINNING  

photographer

 Ewa Stackelberg

BEAUTIFUL 
WINTER 

LANDSCAPE 

CHOSEN  

as the books of the 

Month by The children's  
Book Club

AWARD WINNING 

author 

Ann-Christine Magnusson 

Good night, Tyra! 
by Alexander Holmberg & Ewa Stackelberg
0 – 3 years, 34 pages

Tyra wants to say good night to a lot of 
things before she goes to sleep. Good 
night, car. Good night, boat. Good night, 
horse. Good night, ocean.

Where is Rabbit? 
by Alexander Holmberg & Ewa Stackelberg
0 – 3 years, 34 pages

Tyra wakes up in the middle of the night. 
Rabbit is gone! But Daddy doesn’t want to 
wake up. Tyra goes to find Rabbit. She finds 
a ball, a bucket and a blanket. But where is 
Rabbit? 

Why these books?

Meeting the need of books portraying small 

children and their fathers in everyday life

They were created by a father who felt his 

father-daughter experiences were non-existent 

in children’s books

Photos by the award-winning photographer 

Ewa Stackelberg

Daddy is picking me up! 
by Alexander Holmberg & Ewa Stackelberg
0 – 3 years, 34 pages

Today is Monday. Who picks Tyra up from 
preschool on Mondays? And what hap-
pens the rest of the days of the week?

The type of  everyday stories that children 

love. My two-year-old often flicks through 

these books by herself. 

Barnboksbloggen

Finally, a picture book portraying a single 

father and his child! 

Föräldrar&Barn, December 2008
”

REVIEWS:

BuBu builds a Snow Woman
by Ann-Christine Magnusson
0 – 3 years, 24 pages

BuBu rolls a snowball. It’s really big!  
Dad rolls a snowball too.  
Together they build a snow woman.  
But suddenly, the snow woman is gone!  
Where did she go?

BuBu goes Sledding
by Ann-Christine Magnusson
0 – 3 years, 24 pages

BuBu goes sledding. It goes fast.  
Dad wants to go sledding too.  
Oh no, the sled broke!  
What to do now? 

BuBu climbs High
by Ann-Christine Magnusson
0 – 3 years, 24 pages

BuBu climbs.  
All the way to the top of the snow mountain. 
But what’s this? Someone is already there.

Why these books?

Award-winning author Ann-Christine Magnusson has 

created these cute stories about a lion cub playing in 

the snow

They show a lion cub in close interaction with her 

caring father and friends

And who hasn’t longed for a snow woman instead 

of the usual snow man?!

The lighting, the way the clothes are creased 

and the gestures almost make me believe 

that Ann-Christine Magnusson just hap-

pened to catch it all on camera. 

Skånska Dagbladet about the BuBu series 

I loved these books and so did my son.  

(…) I warmly recommend the BuBu series 

Feministbiblioteket

”

REVIEWS:



1–4 YEARS 1–4 YEARS

Konrad’s Dress
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig & Caroline Röstlund 
2 – 4 years, 24 pages

Hedvig has a new dress.  
She’s sparkling! Konrad didn’t get anything.  
Can Konrad borrow Hedvig’s dress?  
Of course! But only for a little while…

This is the first book of three about Konrad.  
Written and illustrated by the creators of the 
popular Tessla books and our best-seller Not Fair!

Konrad and the Lucia Procession
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig & Caroline Röstlund 
2 – 4 years, 24 pages

Tomorrow is December 13,  
Saint Lucia’s Day. 
Time to dress up!

Why these books?

The male main character enjoys dressing up. 

Sometimes he dresses up in outfits normally associated 

with girls but this is not portrayed as a big deal

They involve a close relationship between two siblings 

and their grandmother

A realistic and amusing portrayal of the joys and 

sorrows of having a sibling

What makes Konrad and the Lucia 

Procession such a good book is that it 

doesn’t focus on what to wear and not to 

wear in a Lucia procession. Instead, the 

Lucia tradition is depicted from a child’s 

point of  view and builds on children’s 

eagerness to dress up during this holiday. 

Barnboksbloggen

The plot is simple, but 

great in its simplicity. 

Hanna Lager,  

Feministbiblioteket

The publishing house aims to challenge stereotypes 

and outdated norms. Perhaps this is working, 

because it took me a few re-readings to notice that 

Konrad is wearing a skirt. Caroline Röstlund doesn’t 

draw attention to the skirt in her illustrations and 

that is precisely why it’s working. It simply feels 

obvious in its norm-breaking context. 

Swedish Library Service (BTJ), Ulf Malmqvist

This is a straightforward book for small 

children about a subject that attracts 

far too much attention: boys in dresses. 

What’s so liberating about this book is 

that the dress is not the issue. 

Eva Emmelin, Skånskan

”

REVIEWS:

A BEST SELLER SERIAL  More than 15 000  copies in Sweden!

Konrad and the Candy
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig & Caroline Röstlund 
2 – 4 years, 24 pages

Hedvig has a bag of candy! 
So does Konrad.
But now Konrad is out of candy…
I bet Hedvig got more candy than me,  
Konrad thinks. 

A story of jealousy, sharing and candy. 

Konrad and the Birthday Party
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig & Caroline Röstlund 
2 – 4 years, 24 pages

Wake up, Konrad! It’s Mom’s birthday. Konrad 
and Hedvig make her breakfast. But they both 
want to stir the hot chocolate. Sch! Don’t wake 
Mom up…

RIGHTS SOLD TO  

Denmark.

RIGHTS SOLD TO  

Denmark.

SELECTED  

for the National Literature Support 

by the Swedish Arts Council



1–4 YEARS 1–4 YEARS

SELECTED  

for the National Collection of 

Swedish Childrens books "Barn- 

& ungdomsbokskatalogen" by 

the Swedish Arts Council

Why this book?

A thrilling, yet thought-provoking adventure

This book encourages discussions about 

privileges and prejudice

Colorful illustrations – with a surprise twist  

The Chase
by Sanna Borell
1 – 4 years, 28 pages

A fruit is stolen. The hunt begins. Catch the thief!
Through the woods, across the fields and under the 
stars – the hunt goes on. A story vibrant with color, 
in addition to an unexpected ending that raises 
questions about ideas we tend to take for granted. 
 

In this book, prejudice is truly challenged. In 

the world of  picture books, mothers are too 

often depicted in a one-dimensional, goody 

two-shoes sort of  way. But children need to see 

other types of  mothers. Children need books that 

don’t provide answers. That don’t offer sermons 

and simple solutions. […] This story for young 

children inspires the adult reader to think too. 

Anna Liv Lidström, the blog Dagens bok (Book of the day) 

”

REVIEW:

SELECTED  

Selected by the Swedish Arts Council 

for the national reading and literacy 

project in Sweden's pre-schools!

Why this book?

Challenges gender norms in terms of 

clothes and style

Portrays a loving relationship between 

father and child

The diversity of modern society is mirrored 

in the illustrations

Where Are Daddy’s Shoes?
by Kristina Murray Brodin & Bettina Johansson
1 – 3 years, 28 pages

Daddy has a lot of shoes.
He wears one pair when it rains.
He wears another pair for parties.
Daddy is going to work. But where are Daddy’s shoes?
A book about shoes, style and a morning scenario 
many will find familiar.

The outcome is obvious, of  course, but the story 

leading up to it is clever and funny. Above all, it isn’t 

rushed. The text with two lines per picture works 

well in its simplicity. The fact that the story is told 

from the first-person perspective of  the girl adds a 

sort of  twist to it. Even though the reader is in on 

the joke from the start, the interaction between dad/

daughter/dog in itself  becomes a story that offers 

new perspectives and topics for discussion. All in 

the spirit of  the publishing house motto “Goodbye, 

stereotypes – Hello, possibilities”! The lively and 

expressive illustrations painted in bright and well-

matched colors add a comic dimension to the story. 

Swedish Library Service (BTJ), Annika Malm

”

REVIEW:

SELECTED  

for the National Literature Support 

by the Swedish Arts Council
Sanna Borell, 

AWARDED 

childrens books  

creator!



1–4 YEARS 1–4 YEARS

SELECTED  

for a collaboration to 

bring more women in to 

the building industry!

Mix Drives
by Malin Lilja & Matilda Salmén
1 – 4 years, 32 pages

Mix drives. Cars, trains, airplanes. 
She even travels through space. 
Just try to keep up!

Reading Mix Drives delights and invigorates me!

Anna Liv Lidström, the blog Dagens bok (Book of the day)

All characters have personality and the 

pictures convey the speed and joy of  the text.

Gunilla Essén, Swedish Library Service (BTJ)

”

REVIEWS:

RIGHTS SOLD TO  

South Korea and Spain.

 

Mix Works
by Malin Lilja & Matilda Salmén
1 – 4 years, 32 pages

Mix works. She digs big holes and 
puts out fires. She checks reflexes 
and catches thieves. Piece of cake!

Why these books?

A resourceful main character who can serve as an 

inspiring role model for girls

This story demonstrates that vehicles and mechanics 

aren’t interests reserved for boys and men 

Playful illustrations mirroring the diversity of  

modern-day society

Mix builds
by Malin Lilja & Matilda Salmén
1 – 4 years, 32 pages

Mix builds a house and the neighbor's car. She builds 
a brick wall and a play ground. No problem, for the 
fearless Mix.



1–4 YEARS 1–4 YEARS

SOLD MORE  than 10 000  copies in Sweden!

Why Is the Daddy Crying?
by Kristina Murray Brodin & Bettina Johansson
2 – 4 years, 36 pages

A daddy is sitting on a bench, crying. Why is he 
crying? Alvdis and Hamsa wonder. Has someone 
been mean to him? Or is he just tired? Did he lose 
something? Maybe he’s just had too much candy!

Why is the Brother Scared? 
by Kristina Murray Brodin & Bettina Johansson
2 – 4 years, 36 pages

Someone’s brother is sitting on a rock and he's 
scared.Why is he scared? Alvdis and Hamsa 
wonder.Is he maybe scared of dogs? Or has he 
maybe lost his mummies? Maybe he is scared 
because he teased his friend? Or because someone 
is gravely ill? About a young guy who shows fear 
Mentions consent and talks about being hugged 
even though one doesn't want to Shows emotions 
and the many different ways they can manifest

Why is the Sister Fighting? 
by Kristina Murray Brodin & Bettina Johansson
2 – 4 years, 36 pages

Out in the hallway, someone's sister is fighting. 
Why? Alvdis and Hamsa wonder. 
Maybe she's fighting because someone fell on her? 
Or because someone has taken her sandwich? 
Maybe she's fighting because someone was pretend-
fighting with her, even though she didn't want to? 

A book that makes you happy, at the 

same time as it makes you think.

Barnboksbloggen

Why Is the Daddy Crying? quickly 

became a family favorite.

Eva Emmelin, Skånska Dagbladet

”

REVIEWS:

RIGHTS SOLD TO 

Germany and Spain.
 

”

REVIEW:

It is also a book that describes and explains feel-

ings to children with a request for them to listen 

inward, to reflect on the book and to respect 

themselves. “Why is the mom angry? can be 

warmly recommended.

Hanna Troëng, BTJ

SELECTED  

for the National Literature Support 

by the Swedish Arts Council

Why this series?

An emotional detective story for small children

A woman who shows anger

Helps kids to put their feelings into words

Deals with the taboo subject of violence 

against children

Portrays a man in a suit crying, playing with 

traditional and outdated gender roles

Twists and turns potrayed with humour and 

warmth

NEW!

Why is the Mommy angry? 

by Kristina Murray Brodin & Bettina Johansson
2 – 4 years, 36 pages

An angry mom comes walking down the road. Why is 
she angry? Alvdis and Hamsa wonder. Did her child 
ask her for candy one too many times? Or did
something break? Maybe someone has been mean to 
her? Or maybe her TV broke just as her team scored?

Metoo and children?

In order to change we 

need to start talking 

about feelings and 

boundaries early. 



1–4 YEARS 1–4 YEARS

We Wash the Car!
by Sarah Vegna & Astrid Tolke
1 – 4 years, 32 pages

Spray water! Spray the car. 
Spray the tree. 
Spray Mom?

Why these books?

Simple and amusing stories from everyday life

The gender of the child is not defined, enabling 

all children to identify with them

Challenges family form norms by portraying 

many different family forms

Different skin colors and ethnicities

SELECTED  

for the National Literature Support 

by the Swedish Arts Council

We Make Cinnamon Rolls
by Sarah Vegna & Astrid Tolke
1 – 4 years, 32 pages

Crumble the yeast. Mix the flour.  
Spread it on the dough.  
On Daddy?

We Grow Wild Strawberries
by Sarah Vegna & Astrid Tolke
1 – 4 years, 32 pages

Get the seeds. Down in the soil.  
Dirt on my hand!  
Wipe it off on Daddy?

You would certainly like this amaz-

ingly described everyday life.

BTJ, about We Wash the Car! 

 

Colorful illustrations and beautiful language. 

It is a book both for reading and for making 

things.It is fabulous

365 böcker du borde läsa, about We Wash the Car!

REVIEWS:

RIGHTS SOLD TO 

Italy.
 

SELECTED  

Selected by the Swedish Arts Council 

for the national reading and literacy 

project in Sweden's pre-schools!



1–4 YEARS 1–4 YEARS

Why this book?

A family with adopted children portrayed 

without comment 

The gender of the siblings is not defined

The big emotions children experience are 

acknowledged, but also put in perspective

Not Fair!
by Åsa Mendel-Hartvig  
& Caroline Röstlund 
1 – 4 years, 28 pages

Little Bit gets to sit in the stroller.  
Big Bit has to walk.  
NOT FAIR! 
Big Bit gets to stay up late.  
Little Bit has to go to bed.  
NOT FAIR!

Favorite children’s book right 

now: Not Fair! 

Eva Emmelin, Skånskan

A wonderful book that shows what it’s 

like to live with siblings. Also, we final-

ly get to see adopted children included 

in children’s literature in a completely 

natural way. Love it! 

blogger Nina Ruthström

”

REVIEWS:

RIGHTS SOLD TO

Denmark and South Korea.

Why Am I?
by Karin Salmson & Lina Sandqvist
1 – 4 years, 28 pages

Can you buy children from the grocery store? Or do you 
make them out of clay? Do you get them from Santa? 
Why Am I? tells the story of a child who, just like many 
other children, wonders how babies are made. 

Just finished reading it aloud 

for the sixth time in a row and 

several passages make my 6-year-

old laugh so hard she cries. She’s 

bringing it to preschool tomorrow 

so her friends can read it too. 

Carina, reader 

”

REVIEW:

Why this book?

A heart-warming story full of humor

Portraying artificial insemination 

without comment

All children can relate to and enjoy 

the main character’s musings 


































































